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With the aim of expanding my possibilities of personal and professional development as a 
teacher of the Autonomous University of Bucaramanga - UNAB and to promote the exchange 
of scientific knowledge and pedagogical practices through international mobility in one of 
the most important higher education institutions in Europe and the world: the Università 
degli Studi di Siena - UNISI; in the second semester of 2018 I had the opportunity to live this 
experience with the support of the ERASMUS+ Program: Staff Mobility for Teaching. 
 
At the beginning, it was only a stay to teach the students of the Department of Jurisprudence 
to understand some premises from which the processes of regional integration in Latin 
America have been built, from a legal point of view; recognize the most outstanding cases of 
regional integration among the countries of Latin America, as well as their instruments and 
institutions; and analyze the difficulties and other particularities of regional integration in 
Latin America. 
 
However, since I stepped on the Sienese territory, the human warmth of the directors and 
professors and students of the University, let me know that the teaching activity was going 
to be just one of the many learning scenarios that would have. 
 
In fact, exactly the day of my arrival in Siena, the city received me with chants and marches 
in the middle of the narrow streets. The party of an Extraordinary Palio opened with surprise 
before me. And it is not possible to describe the passion with which the members of each 
Contrada live this career. 
 

 
Siena is a city with a lot of identity. If their walls and streets could talk, they would tell 
thousands of stories and secrets. It was always nice for me to wander around without a 
definite direction and enjoy getting lost among the inclined streets. 
 



 
 

 
The Piazza di Campo is not only the center of this beautiful place, but also constitutes an 
intergenerational meeting space to share.  

 
The language, although it may scare a little if it has never been practiced, the truth is very 
simple to understand and speak. In any case, a good number of people speak English and 
some others communicate perfectly in Spanish. 
 
Most of the academic activities were centered in the Department of Jurisprudence, a modern 
architectural complex and endowed with the best resources and tools for a quality 



education. In addition to having excellent rooms and auditoriums, it has one of the most 
impressive and complete libraries that I have known, not only for the regular consultation 
material, but also for its reservation works, which represent an unbeatable legal cultural 
heritage. 
 
At this location, I had the honor to attend the course on European Union Law, led by the 
brilliant Prof. Riccardo Pavoni, and to share with the students the experience of the most 
important Latin American integration organizations. They were very attentive and curious to 
observe the contrasts respect the European process. 
 

 
 
Likewise, I was received in her office by the outgoing Director of the Department, Prof. 
Stefania Pacchi, who after six years of gallantly fulfilling the complex task of keeping UNISI as 
one of the best centers of legal studies, showed me once again the enormous human and 
institutional warmth, and expressed to me the enormous interest in the link that has been 
created with the UNAB from the ERASMUS+ Program. 
 
Finally, in this venue I was invited to listen to a very interesting conference organized by the 
professors of International Law, which summarized the context and the challenges facing the 
United Kingdom and the European Union facing the Brexit. 
 

 
 



I also got to know the headquarters located in the old convent next to the Piazza di San 
Francesco, an enclosure with the same charm and magic that encloses the city. Here I was 
invited to share with the Professors of the Public Law area and with the students of the 
Doctorate in Law, a seminar entitled "Environment and human rights in the Inter-American 
Human Rights System", which was part of the Jean Monnet Module "EUCOLAW - The 
Europeanization of Constitutional Law "coordinated by Prof. Tania Groppi and supported by 
Prof. Giammaria Milani, and the Jean Monnet Module" EULAWSD - European Union Law and 
Sustainable Development ", coordinated by Prof. Riccardo Pavoni. 
 

 
In this event I had the pleasure of meeting Prof. Massimiliano Montini, who invited me to 
share some Latin American perspectives on the greening of the legal systems and the 
ancestral ecocentric process of the Andean countries, with the students of the Economics 
program in the course Rights to Sustainable Development. 
 

 
 
In conclusion, I can assure you that this opportunity has helped me to reflect, deepen and 
debate visions about real and current problems related to international law, integration law, 
human rights law, development law, environment law and the recognition of rights to the 
nature, among others. But also, this trip has meant the beginning of an academic alliance 
and eventual joint investigations. 
 
At the administrative level, I can't  fail to recognize the immense support received from 
Candida Calvo and the work team at the International Mobility Office of UNISI, and from Prof. 



Aída Fernández de los Campos and the Faculty of Legal and Political Sciences of the UNAB. 
Honestly, the procedures that I had to carry out were minimal, thanks to their permanent 
support. 
 
Of course, there was also time for cultural enrichment. I think I knew every corner of Siena 
and a lot of Florence, which added value to my mobility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Personally, this exchange has given me, in addition to an international experience, the 
possibility of expanding my network of contacts and future collaborative projects. It has been 
an incredible adventure, the rediscovery of an incomparable historical heritage and it has 
meant a cultural and professional growth that I will have the opportunity to strengthen in 
my course of Legal Diachronic. 


